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Rose, who is not eligible due to his lifetime ban from baseball. The chapters on the team’s 
stars are familiar to close observers of the game, but the stories behind the rest of the roster 
provide rare insight into the inner workings of a major league team.
 The team was assembled by general manager and president Bob Howsam. This 
initial chapter of the book traces Howsam’s path from southern Colorado, remote in the 
world of baseball, through the minor leagues and eventually to the general managership 
of the St. Louis Cardinals. In 1966, he was lured to take over the Reds, a team that had 
been competitive but won just seventy- eight games that year. Howsam found a healthy 
farm system, and the team soon moved from aging Crosley Field to Riverfront Stadium. 
Howsam made a series of good moves, but perhaps the best was the hiring of manager 
Sparky Anderson, a coach with the Padres, after the 1969 season. Anderson assembled an 
able staff and orchestrated the immense talent with great skill.
 The biographical chapters provide a sense of the nomadic life of a player. Many 
bounced around the minor for years before finding a temporary home with the Reds, and 
this book provides a strong sense of the baseball life: uncertain, fleeting, and uprooted. 
Despite having multiple authors, the articles are remarkably even in quality. Some might 
quibble that the bit players and backups get the same ink as the pivotal players, but therein 
lies the significance of the work. To understand how a complete organization in baseball 
works, a full treatment of all parts of the team must be considered, and this lively volume 
fulfills that task.

—Richard D. Loosbrock
Adams State University

Banner, Stuart. The Baseball Trust: A History of Baseball’s Antitrust Exemption. New York: 
Oxford University Press, 2013. Pp. xv+249. Endnotes, index, illustrations. $22.23 pb.

Professional baseball in the United States has a notorious reputation for being the one 
sport to which federal commerce regulations do not seem to apply. Seen through a variety 
of events throughout the sport’s history, from the birth of the reserve clause to the strike 
of 1994, baseball’s exemption from antitrust laws has made its position in American sport 
and legal history a curious one indeed. In The Baseball Trust: A History of Baseball’s Anti-
trust Exemption, Stuart Banner presents an in- depth look at the history of how organized 
professional baseball initially came to be regarded by the Supreme Court as a game, but 
not a form of interstate commerce, and how it managed to maintain this exemption.
 Banner begins with a thorough discussion of baseball’s reserve clause, first enacted 
in 1879. As an agreement between team owners, the clause essentially gave those owners 
complete control over their players’ contracts. Included on every player’s contract, the 
clause stated that, upon that contract’s expiration, the rights to the player were retained 
by the team. Banner discusses the birth of the reserve clause and the formation of the first 
labor union among baseball players. He also describes the birth of the Players’ League in 
1890 and the Federal League in 1914, both of which came under attack by the National 
League (NL) (and, later, the American League [AL]) when NL and AL players jumped 
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leagues to play for these new organizations. Team owners sued, arguing that players were 
under contract to stay with their teams. The owners lost the bulk of these cases, due to a 
lack of mutuality and indefiniteness in the reserve clause, and these players were allowed 
to jump to the newly formed leagues. In the end, however, both the Players’ and Federal 
Leagues folded, and players were forced to return to their original leagues and the world 
of the reserve clause.
 Banner recounts several court cases that impacted the reserve clause and baseball’s 
immunity against the Sherman Antitrust Act. While most cases revolved around teams 
suing players, the players themselves had little incentive to attempt to sue Major League 
Baseball over the reserve clause. Doing so, they feared, would cause them to be blacklisted 
and jeopardize their baseball careers. Banner does a tremendous job of clearly explaining 
the implications of the Sherman Antitrust Act of 1890 and how baseball’s defenders argued 
that the National Agreement, which governed baseball, was not a contract in restraint of 
trade. Critical cases revolving around the definition (or not) of baseball as a trust included 
the 1922 Supreme Court case Federal Baseball Club of Baltimore v. National League, which 
deemed that federal antitrust laws did not apply to baseball; the 1972 Flood v. Kuhn decision 
that declared baseball’s exemption even from state antitrust laws; and several cases from the 
1950s involving other professional sports, which made clear that the exemption applied 
only to baseball, and not to all sports.
 Banner points out that these rulings were not influenced by the Court’s romantic 
notions about baseball but rather that they ruled according to their understanding of 
interstate commerce laws at that time. Baseball, Banner argues, hired the best lawyers and 
legal experts and was savvy enough to play its hand in a way that consistently brought the 
most beneficial outcome for the sport’s business interests. Throughout the book, Banner 
convincingly argues that baseball’s position as the “National Pastime” was not the primary 
reason behind its exempt status.
 While it does present a long and convoluted history revolving around the business 
practices of baseball in the legal spotlight, The Baseball Trust does not bog the reader down 
with overly technical language. It is highly readable and relatively easy to follow. Banner 
exposes the nonsensical nature of baseball’s exempt status from antitrust laws in a manner 
that is engaging and that can appeal to even the average baseball junkie.
 Banner falls short, however, in presenting new insights into the impact of baseball’s 
antitrust exemption. While the book does provide an extraordinary amount of detail 
regarding the history of the reserve clause, he offers little to demonstrate how this long 
history has impacted aspects of the business of Major League Baseball today, whether 
those effects are positive or negative. He does not discuss, for example, the impact of the 
antitrust exemption on baseball’s fans. Nor does he discuss the impact of the end of the 
reserve clause on professional baseball and how the impact of its death in 1976 differs from 
what it would have been in the 1910s.
 Ultimately, however, through The Baseball Trust, Banner provides baseball fans, legal 
scholars, and historians alike with a tremendous source on this highly complex topic.

—Precious Sanders
The University of Kansas
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